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Moslem teachers, and prided themselves on conversing in
Arabic, but the old bitterness against the adherents o£
another religion naturally did not die out so easily in Rome.
While the Franks in the East adopted an attitude of
tolerance, the Holy See prohibited all Arabic studies,
thundered against any traffic with the Moslems, and
demanded that the enemies of Christ should be expelled
from Jerusalem.
Innocent III, who had become Pope at the age of thirty-
seven early in 1198, sent out a call for a new Crusade within
a few months of his installation. When he looked at the
situation in the Holy Land, he wrote, he " was overcome
with anguish, bemoaning and weeping so much that from
such lamentations his throat became hoarse and through such
weeping his eyes became dim. But, in the words of the
Prophet, * If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning. If I do not remember her, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth \ Still does the
Apostolic See shout aloud, and like a trumpet does she raise
her voice, endeavouring to arouse the nations of Christendom
to fight the battles of Christ and to avenge the injuries done
to Him who was crucified. . . . The Sepulchre of the
Lord, which the Prophet foretold should be glorious, has
been profaned by the unrighteous and has thereby been
made inglorious. Our glory, of which the Apostle speaks
when he says, c God forbid that I should glory save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ7, is held in the hands of the
enemy, and our Lord, Jesus Christ who, by dying for us,
led our captivity captive, as though Himself a captive, is
driven from His inheritance ".
The Pope was determined to restore the Patriarch to the
Holy City, and in the following year he sent arms and money
to the military Orders. The truce, however, had not yet
expired, and no new campaign could be instituted against
the Moslems. In any case, Innocent realised that without

